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By wilfully eating a mushroom, a domestic pig, a
garlic, a domestic coc*, an onion, or a turnip, a twice-
born one becomes degraded (i.e. loses the privileges of
his order. (19)

Agni- ithe name of a Vediac patriarch) gave it Ahorse) to
Vayu, who yoked it to the chariot, and Indra '.the king of Sarga)
rode first in] this chariot. Gandharva (Soma1 took the reins of
this horse in his hands, and O ye Vasus, you originated him
from the sun (Rik. II. Suskta 162. Ashtaka IP.

We, on the other hand, beg to differ from the views of these
illustrious glossits and commentators, and make bold to say that,
the actual immolation of a horse was never contemplated by the
inspired singers of these PJks. All shades of religious opinion ia
India and all forms of creed, whether Pauranik, Tantrika, or
pure Vedanti'c, trace their origin and draw their inspirations from
the Mantras of the PW^sand Brahmznas. Even the Vdmacharin.
Tantriks find the essential tenets of their cult presaged in the
musings of Agastya and Lopamudra 'A I. Sukta 172). and in the
concluding chapter of the Brihad Aranyakam (Adhoyajna. Br. 4
Ch. 6 ; and manifestly the doctrines of the Vedanta and Sbnkhya
philosophies are found in embryo in the Sukta 164 of the second
Ashtaka of the Rikveda. These things show that the Riks may
admit of different or contrary interpretations in many instances,
and it may be that contrary interpretations have been made at
different times in order to extort sanctions out of them for some
new customs or newer forms of worship or sacrifice, which the
increased contact of our forefathers with the neighbouring nations
and principalities added to the national code of rituals as new
accretions.

Thus we find the Anuhramwika enjoys that, the reputable
Purusha Suktam, the muttering of which, according to the later-
day Dharmas'astras, forms the atonement for many a deadly sin,
to be read out on the occasion of a human sacrifice. We fail to
detect why should it have been so enjoned, when it is capable of
bearing a truly grand meaning, a meaning which at once illucx*
dates the loftiest aspirations of the Upanishads, and more so, when
we consider that the whole spirit of the Vtdaic mantras is